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New Tesla Books at the CHRS Library 
 

By Bart Lee, K6VK, Archivist 
 

 

 Nikola Tesla was “The Man Who Invented the Twentieth 

Century” -- including radio.  He sited his last big laboratory on 

Long Island more than a century ago. This otherwise unpublished 

1905 image shows his large tower for radiating both signals and 

power.  

 

 

 
 

 Two new and excellent biographies of Tesla (1857 - 1943) 

have recently come to the library:
*
   

 

Marc J. Seifer, WIZARD, THE LIFE AND TIMES OF NIKOLA TESLA 

(1997), and TESLA, WIZARD AT WAR (2022): 

																																																								
* Archivist’s donations. 
† Where I was, at the time, counsel to the President of Saybrook. 
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 Nothing came of the Particle Beam Weapon proposal.  The 

idea was to send small molecules of, say, tungsten, through the air 

to destroy enemies. Now we can use lasers that way, so once again, 

Tesla was a man ahead of his times. 

 

 Both the Seifer books are deeply researched from primary 

sources.  The author is trained in psychology (PhD from Saybrook 

University, San Francisco, 1986
†
). This perspective sheds much 

light on Tesla, both on his successes and his failures. 

 

 

 Among the many books about Tesla in the library, two are 

outstanding: W. Bernard Carlson, TESLA - INVENTOR OF THE 

ELECTRICAL AGE, and David J. Kent, TESLA - THE WIZARD OF 

ELECTRICITY.   The Carson book is the best technical analysis of 

Tesla’s work. 

 

 Denny Montecelli has noted that there is a house in Zagreb, 

Croatia with a memorial plaque on it.  Tesla “… either lived in this 

house or was born here.  One parent was Croatian and the other 

Serbian.  The two rival countries each claim exclusive rights to his 

fame.” 

 

 

 Tesla came from a family of warrior priests.  Although this 

does not feature in Seifer’s writing, it does explain a lot about 

Tesla. He lived the intellectual tenacity of a warrior, and as Edwin 

Land of Polaroid once said, and for Tesla too, “The bottom line is 

in heaven.” 
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† Where I was, at the time, counsel to the President of Saybrook. 


