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Cold War Radio Books, new in the Library 
 

By Bart Lee, K6VK, Archivist 
 

 
 As Vlad-the-Impaler murders innocent Ukrainians, the late “Cold 
War” seems benign. The fall of the Soviet Union resulted from manifold 
western efforts during the Cold War to defeat the “Evil Empire” without 
a hot war. Shortwave Radio became a tool to destabilize Russia and its 
satellites.  

 
 The library has acquired* two relevant books about this shortwave 
radio work: 

 

 
  
 
																																																								
* Archivist’s Donations 



	 2	

 
 The RADIO FREE EUROPE book reports that by 1971, the 
Central Intelligence Agency had funded RFE with over $306 
million dollars (page 207). In today’s inflated US dollars, that 
would be more than Two Billion Dollars  ($2,121,400,000++).  
Much more got spent between 1971 and the fall of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. Propaganda ain’t cheap!  But “you get what you 
pay for” more or less. 
 
 The COLD WAR RADIO book focuses on broadcasts into 
Russia. It reports one analyst (Richard Pipes) asserting that Russia 
was still the barbaric and abusive state it always had been.† 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn‡ took issue with this: 
 
 “[Pipes’s] book allows only one possible conclusion to be 
drawn: that the Russian nation is anti-human in its essence … and 
that as far as any future is concerned it is obviously a hopeless case.” 
 
 Vlad-the-Impaler is making a pretty good case for Pipes’s 
thesis. Now decades after the end of the Cold War, Putin makes 
war on innocents and rattles nuclear sabers.  Broadcasting against 
Russia and its interests continues, including by radio, but mostly 
by more modern means. According to the Wall Street Journal§ the 
Voice of America and Radio Free Europe have been joined by 
three more services in the U.S. Agency for Global Media.  
 
 For nostalgia, one can still hear the Voice of America on 
shortwave from Botswana, Africa, at its local dawn (grey-line 
propagation). The BBC broadcasts on shortwave from Ascension 
Island off the west cast of Africa, and from Singapore. But 
shortwave is just a legacy medium now in the Age of The Internet.  
																																																								
† Richard Pipes, RUSSIA UNDER THE OLD REGIME (Penguin, 1974) 
‡ Alexander Solzhenitsyn, “Misconceptions about Russia…” Foreign Affairs, 58, 
no. 4 (Spring, 1980: 797-834, quoted in COLD WAR RADIO at page 156. 
§ Review, “Listen and You Shall Hear” by Martha Bayles re COLD WAR RADIO, 
Wall Street Journal, Bookshelf, October 24, 2022 (page A15). 
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