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Monitoring Short Wave Radio for Tactical Advantage -- spying on us!! 
 
 This photo shows a lady Laotian (Pathet Lao) radio operator 
purportedly listening to our military radio traffic during the Viet Nam War.  
 

 
Laotian (Pathet Lao) radio operator on intercept duty, 1970s. 
 
 She is using what looks like a Soviet receiver R-250 Kit (Whale) 
comparable to our R-390, covering 1.5 MHz to 25.5 MHz.  
 

 
Image from Fred Osterman, SHORTWAVE RECEIVERS (4th) (2014) p.774.  
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 The “legendary” R-250 derives from the AS-2 model prototype by 
designer Anton Saveliev.  The radio in the photo of the operator appears to 
have been modified but shares some features with the AS-2  (see Osterman, 
SHORTWAVE RECEIVERS, above, at p. 749).  The R-250 may have been as 
good as the U.S. R-390.   (CHRS has a fully restored R-390 in its museum). 
The operator’s headphones are plugged into the (audio?) deck above the 
receiver.  
 
     The extent to which this image is merely a simulation for propaganda 
purposes is not known, but it is authentic and in the era. One would, 
however, expect that such intercept operations would be kept secret, so the 
release of this photo may post date 1975. A NSA communications security 
study, Working Against the Tide COMSEC Monitoring and Analysis (CRYPTOLOGIC 
HISTORY SERIES SOUTHEAST ASIA, Two Vols. 1970) makes clear the extent of 
intercept operations against U.S. forces in Vietnam.  (de K6VK). 

 
 
 




