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Los Angeles, The Wireless Shop, a Century Ago 
 

An Archivist’s Note by Bart Lee, K6VK 

 
 A.J. Edgcomb, in about 1919 came to Los Angeles 
from Pennsylvania.  In 1912 he, W.D Pyle and E.B. Adler 
incorporated the Edgcomb-Pyle Wireless Mfg. Co. with 
$10,000 capital, reported American Machinist. (A quarter 
million dollars in today’s money). They made state of the 
art amateur and commercial equipment.  An original 
catalog illustration from about 1914 of a crystal set, and a 
photo taken in the sales shop, appear nearby (both 
previously unpublished and from the collection of Adam 
Schoolsky, CHRS). 
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Crystal Set Catalog Illustration 

 
 By 1919 A.J. Edgcomb advertised in QST, doing 
business in Los Angeles, selling parts at first.  An ad 
appears below.   
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Another catalog illustration shows a compact receiver 
using a California Cunningham Audiotron, about 1919.  
(Also from the Schoolsky collection).  
 

 
 
A larger set was soon in the offing: 
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RadioMuseum.org reports: 
 
 “A.J. Edgcomb, The Wireless Shop; Los Angeles, CA: Probably 
the first lasting radio maker in California. The company advertised 
extensively their line of variable condensers in Radio News magazine 
in the late 1920's.***  511 West Washington Street, Los Angeles, CA. 
By November 1921 the company had moved to 1262 West Second 
Street… The retail showroom was in February 1924 at 698 S. 
Alvarado and in October 1924 at 150 Glendale Blvd.”   
 
(www.radiomuseum.org/) The Wireless Shop derived from 
Edgcomb-Pyle on the East Coast, circa 1912. The company 
persisted into the 1920s. 
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 RadioMuseum.org lists about 15 sets including the 
“Perflex” of 1925. The company advertisements could be 
quite florid:  
 
 “As the Mission Bell rung by the Padre of Old called the Indians 
to the Sanctity of their place of worship, so the modern clear tone of 
the PERFLEX RADIO RECEIVER calls the family to the sanctity of 
the Home --- and again the contrast of the pure tones of PERFLEX 
RADIO to the harshness of some receivers is as the comparison of 
the mellowness of the Mission bell to the blast of the automobile 
horn.”  

 
(Quoted to make a point about California Missions by 
James Rawls, California History, Vol. 71, No. 3, Indians of 
California (Fall, 1992), pp. 342-361.)  
 

(de K6VK) ## 

 
 
 
  


