Los Angeles, The Wireless Shop, a Century Ago
An Archivist's Note by Bart Lee, K6VK

A.J. Edgcomb, in about 1919 came to Los Angeles
from Pennsylvania. In 1912 he, W.D Pyle and E.B. Adler
incorporated the Edgcomb-Pyle Wireless Mfg. Co. with
$10,000 capital, reported American Machinist. (A quarter
million dollars in today’s money). They made state of the
art amateur and commercial equipment. An original
catalog illustration from about 1914 of a crystal set, and a
photo taken in the sales shop, appear nearby (both
previously unpublished and from the collection of Adam
Schoolsky, CHRS).




Crystal Set Catalog lllustration

By 1919 A.J. Edgcomb advertised in OST, doing
business in Los Angeles, selling parts at first. An ad
appears below.

A REAL DETECTOR

THINK IT OVER. WHEN YOU CAN BUY A COMPLETE AUDION CONTROL

UNIT FOR $5.00, does it pay you to buy the separate instruments and mount them in
your set?

The NEW NO. 40 WIRELESS SHOP AUDION CONTROL
UNIT is complete in every detail, and includes a socket, filament
rheostat, mica grid condenser and mica bypass condenser. It is
easily attached to your panel by only two screws, and can be wired
into your set in a jiffy.
WHAT MORE COULD YOU WANT? Every detail is com-
plete. Each and every part is manufactured by THE WIRELESS
SHOP—A GUARANTEE THAT YOU WILL GET A REAL
BARGAIN, AND A STRICTLY QUALITY PRODUCT. ASK
THE OTHER FELLOWS.

And the Amplifier Unit to Match
the Detector

‘The No. 41 Amplifier unit {s {dentical to the detector in general construction, with the
fddigion of 5 ek grade abell type wmplifylng tranaformer, which is mounted on
the back of t shelf. AR bis mcemn-on‘rtuoo We can also fui
e raticn pam ith all holes drilled, panels engray arod: And all necessary purts for
muug m sok Joas th case. Al of thedo parts are fally described and listed n our
TI5 No. S, which will be matled t You PO Tequest. Where shull we sess

|[IEFLESS SHOP'. STANDARD UNITS, YOU OAN BUILD UP A OOMPLETE
? AVPLITIR, INCLUDING 2 No. {1 AMFLIFIEE UNITS, ONE GOSTON EN-
with il holes arm.a. 2 SPECIAL
boﬂTU‘ﬂ NGTA 2D REEOSTAT DIALS WITH KNORS
WikELEsS SHOP'' JACKS, and 6 EUBBER TOPPED o
$5,00 BINDING FOSTS, for the sum of anly. o PDLR TOPFED
UALITY WILL ALWAYS PREDOMINATE WITH

THE WIRELESS SHOP

. EDGCOM
1262 WEST SECOND STREET LOS ANGELES, CAL.

Tell them that you saw it in RADIO



Another catalog illustration shows a compact receiver
using a California Cunningham Audiotron, about 1919.
(Also from the Schoolsky collection).




RadioMuseum.org reports:

“‘A.J. Edgcomb, The Wireless Shop; Los Angeles, CA: Probably
the first lasting radio maker in California. The company advertised
extensively their line of variable condensers in Radio News magazine
in the late 1920's.*** 511 West Washington Street, Los Angeles, CA.
By November 1921 the company had moved to 1262 West Second
Street... The retail showroom was in February 1924 at 698 S.
Alvarado and in October 1924 at 150 Glendale Blvd.”

(www.radiomuseum.org/) The Wireless Shop derived from
Edgcomb-Pyle on the East Coast, circa 1912. The company
persisted into the 1920s.
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220
Yes—We are now located in that new fac-
tory which we told you about last month. And
O Boy, it's some nice place. All the light and
air we need and lots of space to put things.

Now—We can soon begin to take care of
Wireless Shop

the ever increasing demand for **
Quali

d . . b {a!iab[e (d?andcnscrs"; the ty vjnshum:nl
— that i ight and st t
and it Was SOmMe JOD i md rat i e e Ve e o

and will be up to full prod hin a week.

But Remember—We have a lot of orders ahead, and if you want prompt deliveries w urge you too
much to place your order at once. We will try hard to keep our shop producing enough condensers to take
s e v

rder
care of the orders, but the way orders are arriving every day now, it looks as if we would be swamped.

ver let
seen one you know, but for those fellows who h: the opportunity of lool m

you that it's Quality that sells *W ireless Shop C With the fellow who knows, the Best is what
wants. If you happen to be one of those who dor e us for a copy of Bulletin No. 1, which descri
and illustrates the complete line of “Wireless Shop Condensers.”

They are made in three types and fourteen sizes—one for every need.

SERIES “T" SERIES “CW"
ceiving i

Los Angeles, Cal.




RadioMuseum.org lists about 15 sets including the
“Perflex” of 1925. The company advertisements could be
quite florid:

“As the Mission Bell rung by the Padre of Old called the Indians
to the Sanctity of their place of worship, so the modern clear tone of
the PERFLEX RADIO RECEIVER calls the family to the sanctity of
the Home --- and again the contrast of the pure tones of PERFLEX
RADIO to the harshness of some receivers is as the comparison of
the mellowness of the Mission bell to the blast of the automobile
horn.”

(Quoted to make a point about California Missions by
James Rawls, California History, Vol. 71, No. 3, Indians of
California (Fall, 1992), pp. 342-361.)

(de KBVK) ##



