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On the East side of the Coastal Ridge across thdrBay
San FranciscdCalifornia, and beneath Mt Diablthe old
agricultural towrnof Walnut CreeKandOrinda and the likesat
happily isolated for many decades. (Now itOs freeway linked and
hosts its own TiffanyO\)few East Bay harstations peek out
from the mists of timeandthrough the San Francisco Fog of
History. The first two of the three old timers presented hereeldelp
to found the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club in 1947.
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(George S. Bennett of Walnut Creek, California, owner
of amateur radio station W6GHD, first ventured into amatadio
in 1909. Seven or eight years of sgaing brass pounding
followed [marine operation on spark transmitter3his must have
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seemed enough to last a lifetime, since he swore b&lnOt touch
a key again!

However, the bug wouldnOt be downed, and 1932 fdomd h
back in the game with more enthusiasm than ever.

W6GHD operates two transmitters, the large rack
mounted one at the left in the photograph beifig@se code]
C.w. rig capable of inputs up to a kilowatt. It uses a type 47 crystal
oscillator, puskpush type 450s as doublers,-d Siver and a
pair of 150-TOs in the final. An autcansformer with plenty of
taps makes it possible to vary the plate voltage toitlakih steps
of 500 volts. For tranPacific work, a specialty of this station, the
input usually is about 600 watts.
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(rhe small rig orthe file cabinet at the right in the
photo is a lowpower 168meter Ophone, job using a pair of 460s to
modulate a pair of 450s in the final. The r.f. ptaiat is about 40
watts.[160 meters, just under 2 MHz, was used as the latial t
around band dhe time]. The receiver will be recognized as a
Hammerlund Comet Pro.

QW6GHD's chief interest is handling traffic over the
Pacific. Schedules were maintained with AC2RT and KAl
[U.S. Philippines] foabout two years before these stations closed
down. At the present time schedules are kept three timegla
with OM1BT and VK6MO,[western Australiatonsiderable
Carnegigwelfare]traffic being handlé with the latter W6GHD
Is WAC [Worked all Continats]and also an ORfficial Relay
Station]O [end QST

These transmitters look OhomebrewO and as goagess it
for 1935.The c.w. Morse code key he is using is a Obuggemi
automatic for fast codeending.The Hammerlund Comet Pro
receiverwasthe first all band superhet receiver, state of the art in
the early 180s. It utilized plug in coils.

As late as 1939V6GHD was heard in th@hilippinesin the
20-meter band He probably worked DX mostly on 20 meters
The 1936 Callbook lists hexddress as R.D.[Rural Free
Delivery] Rte. 1, Orinda, CaliforniaThe Callbook lists George S.
Bennettin Orinda in 1954but he is not listed in 1955.
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This QSL caréishows the amateur radio station of
William Gentry in Walnut Creek(ThatOs his callsign, according to
the Callbook).The monster transmitter is a Navy TFA It
covered four to 20 MHz. It also weighed two toWglth a
transmitter like that, one could infdrat Mr. Gentry had served in
Naval Communication! or had a good head for surpld$e
receiver is the Hallicrafters SX8, sta¢ of the art for posivar
hams.The key is a straight key, not a b@gentryOs address is
shown as R.F.[Rte. 2, Walnut Creek.

Shortly after joining in the founding of the Mt. bia
Amateur Radio Club, he served as the Chair of therEainment
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Committee. This most often meant a movie about saspect of
radio. The Callbook lists Mr. Gentry in 1950, but not 1952.
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Richard A. Lanzit operated amateur radio station WBU
initially in Berkeley, California.

The image above is a photo of the Bay Bridge af@&6lbut
judging by the autowbiles, not too much after. The view is into
San Francisco with Coit Tower under the X. This iSé@nby 100



sepia print, with the callsign addegerhaps as a OretouchO to the
negative No doubt many were magdeut it is rare to find a photo
like thisrelating to amateur radidt could easily have been made
up decades after the period of its image.

Mr. Lanzit may have been born in 1926. He enjoyed a
membership in the Northern California DX Club asyad 1951.
He also enjoyed contesting on 20 met@ the 19508. Perhaps he
studied at the University of California, Berkelewtls period. He
lived on Hilldale Avenue in Berkeley.

Later W6UY X moved to Moraga, on the sside of the
Coastal Range. Hs there listed in the 1983 Callbodkhe
Callbooklists Richard Lanzit in Berkeley in 1946 and thereafter
for many years.
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