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Correspondence is invited.

tamps are those litde, stickum-backed, colored, and
aften eolorful, perforated squares and rectangles of
paper thae enttle us w send letters when appro-
priately applied, for which we prepay in retumn for
the stamps. Some people collecr stamps with the fanad-
cism of mdio collectors. ([ know that is hard o believe
Some stamps, say, with upside-down

but it is rrue).
airplanes on them, cost as much as
catalins.  Other stamps, litde purple
ones from long ago and far away, cost

more than Marconi gear. De gustibus
non est disputandum,  as Perronius
Arbiter used to say: There is no

accountng for tastes. I you like o
colleet stamps, you know all of this
already, What you may nor know is
that there are radio-relared stamps of all
kinds, readily available. One nice thing
about collecting radio stamps is chat
they take up a lot less room than radios.
An even nicer thing is thar they tell us
abaut some lictle-known radio history.

The carlicst radio stamps were bssued b:,r
the wireless wlegraphy companies. On
the cover appear these "franks” of the
Marconi company, the United Wireless
Company, and the United Fruit
Company wircless telegraphy division.
These franks entitled the bearer to send
4 wireless message.  They were often
made available & complimentary
perquisites: to good customers, sought
after customers, and company officials.
The Marconi stamps issued o stock-
holders in 1913 for complimentary
messages. They were printed on sheets,
and 1ssued in bookles of several pages
of four stamps cach. Most were perfo-
rated. The landline Ecll::g'r-'lph compa-
nics had long issued such franks, and
the wireless companics merely followed
suit. The Marconi frank is a near copy
of the Western Union frank of the
periad. {Recenty,  loaly
Marconi with an appearance on it
2000 Lira bill. Few other dcpictinni on
monetary instruments relate to radio,
The collection of moncy is a whole

IIL‘I I'll'.'l‘l't:l:l

"nother subject; so, too, is the collection of stock cerifi-
cates, many of which issucd from radio companies).

The United Fruit Company had onc of the carliest
wireless networks to coordinate its Latin American opera-
gons, put mgcrhr.r around 1908, It put irs surplus
capacity to work transmitting radio-grams, as a competi-
tor to Marconi for maridme work, and perhaps also the
cables. It supplied wireless welegraph franks as early as
1910, through 1913, to plantaton owners to alert ships
for crop pick-up and other purposes, [t should be
remembered that in those carly days, competing wireless
companies would not carry each others' traffic. As larc as
1926 a Tropical Radio Telegraph Company (whose
moua was "The Voice of the Americas") at least essayed
radio-telegraph franks.

The United Wireless franks wll a story in themselves,
The earliest, from 1908 on, arc signed by its General
Manager, C.C. Galbraich or its President C.C. Wilsan.

In 1912, the last year of issue, the signature is foregone

Radio Stamps Make Rare Collection

specille theme, such as fowers, horses, meds
icine; or wint have you.
Herbert Nosen, whese business i3 madic

Postal avthorities throughout
the world hove morked the rise

of rodio in rare stamp issves

nnd whoze hatby i= stamps, combines the
two In n unigue eollection of stamgs pice
turing naarly avery mEpect of electronid
comiminteations. Starting with the scien.
tists whose discoveries eleared the way for

modern eleetronics, his eoliection fakoes: ws
right through the eurrenl spread of TV 1o
various countries of the werld.

Fart of thiz collection lhns been published

& beale fitled n-l’J-:I'Ia Priletelin (feviewed
ln our April, 1556, issugl. Mr. Fosen kindly
phva G5 permission Lo reproduce some of
his rare stamps.

AMP collpeting has come a long way
from the old-fashioned system of as-
sembling stamps nccording to country end
Essue, "Topical eollecting,” a now trend in
this ancient hohhy, picks out stamps on a

Tha hundredth amnivarsery of eleciis communizatioss s Turkey, from the firk
uin of wite lelegraphy [1G55] ta moders radie, i1 ealebrated in thiv 1955 damp
[Tefr, balow|. The Framch stamp at ity right Tllurtrater sarly military ras
dig, shawing the artuncs of t5e dasert fort Sebha in fhe African ealaniat,

FLZIAN GHADAMES

il First Aransilantic

radiaignal broad.
catt from Corpwall, way
raseised by Marcani at
Frei S’ ) Cec
tha Hawfousndland coail,

Maow & kivfare lendmark,
tha tower wan plotured
Is ikis mamorial sramp
imvwed in 1920, Spanning
cenan by "witplen’ gave
rive iz marine  radio,
wading ages of draaded
fsalatian far shipi 4l woa.
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1 Pariv reaflop: :rrm-i-!d |nifnna1 when TV came fo Frence. 4‘.
T e § The ExfFal Townr, liks ihs Empire State Building fn Mow Yark,

REPUBLICAAREENTINA ] ¢ makes an idnal ‘wntenna mast for she ity and ity serrmundings.
tossRfas-Foaaean=l | J With mars than 200 lises, French TV Boauke ke warld's bait pic.
) ture quality. The 1953 petlage dlamp {abave, rlighl] symbalices
o T¥ signals radialing aver Pasic abyline, Guatemalan siamp [sbovs,
laf2} marks introduction of radi-taleqraphy ln Soulh America,

Asgantina'y mail offers Mipotan leHan” recarded on dises.
Saesial "Fancpatal” vtama iy issued Tor thiz unigue sarvice.
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for authorization of the "Trustees in Bankruprgy."
Shordy before, the Unied mansgement had all been
indicred for stock fraud. They certainly sold a lot a stock,
and transmicted all oo few messages. Yet in the present
era when a start-up hiotech CoMmpany can sell for rising
share prices before any products are even approved, ler
alone sold, or 110 times carnings with products, one has
to wonder if the United Wireless management was as
crooked as the prosecutors claimed, or merely prescient
pioneers for what became the booming telecommunica-
tions industry. Lee deForest was also indicred in chis
period, and the Federal Judge thought he was a crook for
sure; because deForest had claimed that someday radio
would carry the human voice across the Adandc,

In the 1920s, broadeasting caught on nadonwide. [t was,
however, a relatively quiet ether into which these signals
reverberated.  Listeners were thus able to, and did, go
after long distance reception — DX, To real DXers (as
opposed w mere BCLs), the programming was often bur
tedium between station idendficadons, Dedicared D¥ers
wanted wrirten verificatons from each station heard.

The stadons were Harered o have been heard so far
away, and they were mostly happy to comply with verifi-
carion requests. Letrers were followed by Q5L cards, and
in the mid twentes, the EKKO stamp company came
along, lts name is an obvious play on "echo" and the
return of a Q5L 1t provided cach station with & postage-
like stamp with @n eagle on it and the call lecters. The
station could send the stamps with or as verificatdons,
Canadian stations oL stamps with beavers an them, but
the Cubans, close as they were, got no cigar — their
starmps alsor had eagles. Other stations did up their own
stamps. Fervid DXers could hear many statons around
the country, and accumulate most of the EKKO stamps.
EKKO sold a stamp album and kit for these D¥ers
Radio News in February, 1925 made EKKO stamps io
cover subject with an article: The New Radio Stamp Fad,

Stamps af this sorr, that are not rr..'u]h.r postige smamps
but seem to want wo be, are called "cinderellas” by stmy
collectons.
RCA in particular issued stamps in relation o its produc
line. The Quarter Century Wireless Association ha

There are ather radio dndercllas a5 well

issued stamps o is members, There are

Witk dhe aulhreak of

the Second Waorld

War in 1919, mililary ra-
dia suddenly bursl jnia
promimence. Thic special
et of German dlampe
fratures pictorial makfa
el ground-based army
vigral sarvice. Mot icha-
matic of tunad circuil b
lewnr right,  Feimifire an-
Fennar en damps are a
far ery dram the highly
advarend but then-seeral
desigas aclually ured.

gy R e e e e

EH all dka Oriental cownltles, Japan was tha fint to tebe & wericuc inier
pib in Wmhnen azience, Hasing intradused broadcasting s marly a1
1935 Japan celobrated the 295 anniverady af iks padic snrvize in 1950
by a pecial gtamg inee contrasting an sld-faihioned mizsaphane with

soeenl model paternad after Amarican desigei Japan'ts radia
"." natad far kigh-guality frasamisiisns a5 wall Ay eseellend programe
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lalians deak Fa telavidion right] with bypls
eal guste whon Bheir nebwork finally reached

all tha main regioee, Trassmitbers wern designed
with pecial radiation patbersn 4o jibe with haavy
populstion arsms. Stamp at far right thows
Manaco, =hom pewerful radio stafizn perches
atep & mourdain everloobing Mente Carla and
the sea, One of Eurcpe’s few cammerzial sta-
tieny, it can ke heard fhroaghact tha Mediter-
ranesn arna and recently formed the Bub af
broadrarling acliditier comnactad with the wad-
ding nf Graca Kelly and the Prince of Monaes,
TV vervice hai now been addad

e Hungarias stamp {above, lefi} picheres the wnwng heraine of all
electrenica: the patient, unknown worber whe auemblas tha equin.
ment. Spenith stamp {abave, right) marks 35th year of Radio Barcefons.

also tax stamps relatdng to radio, at leas:
in England and maybe Canada.  The
BBC was financed by a user fee or tax
on radios. Payment of the tax was
shown by display of the BBC Radic
Tax stamp on the receiver. Canadians
also maxed such things, and there may
be Canadian Radio Tax stamps. | have
scen neither, but Paul Bourbin says he
has seen the BBC stamp.

e S

Various nanons have been  issuing
postage stamps relating o radio for
many years. In 1956, a small book
came out by Herberr Rosen called
Radio Philatelia. It was reviewed in
Popular Elecronics in April, 1956 and
some of the stumps in it lustramed in
the July, 1956 issue. That article is
reproduced nearby. Many nations have
commemorated Marconi over the years,
and France has commemorated Eduard
Branley, invencor of the coherer that
made Marconi's work possible.  The
Hussians put Marconi's contemporary
Alexander Popov on a serics of stamps,
aleng with his receiver circuits, with
which he first  detected  lighening
storms,  Mikola Tesla appears on the
stamps of the former Yugoeslavia, The
U5, did a series on plonecring electron-
15 [Ilc!udi:‘.g deForest Audions, as well
as an Inwermational Telecommunication
Union commemaoratve and one for
Amawcur Radio. The ULS, also honored
inventors Edwin Howard Armstrong,
Phile T. Farnsworth, Mikola Tesla and
Charles Proteus Steinmerz. Radio has
also appeared on stamps relatng o
space cxploradion and satellices.  The
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LLE. honored Marconi with four stamps issued for the
75th anniversary of the Marconi — Kemp experiments,
in 1972, Bath MNewfoundland and Canada honored
Marconi as well, for his 1901 rransadantic  rescs
performed in Wewfloundland. China and Japan have
honored radio communications and facilicies, as well as
electronics, on recent stamps,

Stamp collecting is known as philately or philacelics, and
there is certainly a radio philatclics.  Collections of
stamps about just one subject am known a topicals,
There is an association of wpical stamp collectors. As far
a5 | have been able to determine, there is (as yer) no
special interest group among the topicl collecwrs for
radio stamps.  The American Topical Association would
be happy o sponsor one, no doubr

Stamps like the elegraph franks are known as "back of
the book" because of where they are covered in the Scorc
master stamp catalog. [ found out abour the Marconi
stamps from such a mention (without illustration) in the
back of a 1989 Scotr. Later | found other, old catalog
pages illustrating the wireless franks among the telepraph
stamps.  Larry Nutdng has been very helpful in this
regard, particularly in supplying excerpts from George
Jay Kramer's baok, UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH
STAMPS AND FRANKS (The Collectors Club, NY,
1992} and from Joseph 5. and Swephen Go Rich;
UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH [SSUES (Society of
Philacelic Americans, 1947), boch of which [ have relied
upon for some of the informadon in this nowe. Larry's
1992 Pricing Cuide shows United Wireless franks .-.'r_'||ing
for beoween 10 and $100.

There is a specialized dealer, Dr. Robert Freeman (7800
MNorth 37th Ave,, Pheenix, AZ 85051 (602 973 4021))
who has helped me get the wireless stamps on the cover,
and who has access to more.  The radio-related postal
'S[.'l]'rlj'.lﬁ are In LhL' g‘cl'l!:f:li i?arL'x i:lr- dt{" i.:;ilﬂ.ll:}gh fnl‘ 1:-'|.|:|'|
country, and more easily available. [ have been very
pleased with the help 1 have had from stamp dealer
Richard Hoffman (Philatelic Enterprises, I'.O. Box 4569,
1'.-"'.1]|r_'jun, CA 94590 (707 642 8630)) as well.  Also, the
LLS. Stamp Company (368 Bush Serecr, San Franciseo,
CA 94104 {415 421 73981 can fulfill wane-lises.
Litdewood’s Stamps is an exeellent source for postals
reladng w radio and marcters elecorical: Bill Linlewood,
PO Bax 681, Brookfield, W1, 53008, I recommend all
of these sources iF you are interested in Radio Philatelia.

Fage 15



